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PRESIDENT’S REPORT         Maureen O. 
 

As I write this note I am sitting in my car at Vesuvius Bay Ferry Terminal on Salt Spring 

Island.  Having just missed the last ferry by 2 cars, I am now forced to sit back and have a 

good look at the harbor and the people around me.  The fall colors are just arriving, the air 

is crisp and the sun is shining.  I am surrounded by other travelers sipping coffee, walking 

dogs, reading, sleeping and just puttering away the time as we wait for the next boat.  

 
Sailboats are bobbing at anchor which makes all this a rather bucolic setting.  Makes me wonder how many quilters 
are among us and if anyone else has their sewing machine in the back of the car?   Do we have a Profile?  I am 
certain I can spot a few.  (Plus I have my cat, of course.)  
 
I saw an indigenous man, who I assume was an elder,  wearing 2 necklaces which were serious pieces of art; one 
was of enormous grizzly bear claws and the other of killer whale teeth,  both with decorative beading.  Seriously, I 
had to ask him.  In his soft voice and with his soft eyes, he told me that the necklaces are blessed with the spirits of 
the animals to give blessings to others.  He offered a blessing to me.  I was glad I asked because this encounter 
made me once again aware of words that are familiar at this time of year like “blessings, sharing, thanks, and 
giving”.  Words that, perhaps, we use too lightly.  
 
So, I ask you to take a moment this weekend, look around you, feel the air, appreciate your place in this vast 
universe, breathe deeply and count your own blessings.  You will feel better for it. 
  

All the best, Maureen O. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT  Elaine A.          
 

The question of using online banking to pay membership fees has come up and is being discussed by myself and 
the membership committee.  For tax reasons I do not want to put money due after December 31st in the bank 
before the New Year arrives.   I will not accept online money transfers for membership before our December 
meeting.  As I have a month in which to accept transfers you may use e-transfers after that date and they will sit in 
limbo until after January 1, 2022 when I will accept them.  
 
This organization has a significant amount of money in the bank that has been the backbone of our financial 
stability for many years.  Some like to call it a surplus but I like to call it a contingency fund which is available for 
 use in the event of unforeseen expenses or emergencies.  At the beginning of 2009 the balance forward or the 
contingency fund as I call it was $5871.51.  Ten years later in 2019 the balance forward was $6474.49.   

Purposes of the Society are:   
1. To bring learning experience and inspiration to its members by way of workshops,  
 demonstrations for the public, show and tell, speakers, and other programs. 
2. To provide a service to the community by the creation of quilts for those in need. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT   (CONT’D)  Elaine A.          
 
This means that the yearly surpluses and deficit of the intervening years 
added $600.00 to the contingency fund.  This fund increased or 
decreased in response to the expenses incurred in each year.  Some years 
there was a surplus and some years there was a deficit.  It is a heritage 
provided by many people over the life time of our organization.   
 
In the last three years during the time of COVID this money has grown to 
$10895.41 and fallen back again to approximately $9500.00 because we 
were unable to have in-person meetings.  In order to bring this figure 
down to a more historic amount we will be reducing membership fees for 
the coming year.  
 
It is important to remember that these membership fees will have to go 
back to our usual fees at the end of the year.   But I am concerned that if 
we return to full activities next year that the guild may eat away at this 
contingency fund.  There are expenses like room rent and speaker’s fees 
that may go up and we cannot predict their costs.   

 
Elaine A. 

 
 

NEW FROM THE BOARD         
 

You may be contacted sometime soon, if not already, by members of the 
Board to search out opinions of our members about returning to in-
person meetings, zooming and if you still sew. That last one may seem 
like an odd question but, as usual, our programmers have ideas up their 
collective sleeves.  
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our General Membership meetings will be held on the SECOND 
Wednesday of the month:    November 10 and December 8.  
 
SOSAH Days:  Wednesday, November 3 and December 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  2021/22 

President 

 Maureen O.  

Vice President  

 Anne W. (Temporary)   

Secretary 

 Sonja S.  

Treasurer 

 Elaine A. 

Membership Co-ordinator 

 Moira S. & Sharon R. 

ProgrammeWorkshop Co-

ordinator 

 Marilyn C. 

 

COMMITTEES 

Programme 

    Barb McG., Les O’B. 

Community Quilts   Linda F., 

 Nancy J., Connie W. 

CQA Representative 

 Marilyn C. 

Have Quilts,Will Travel 

Judy P.,/ Linda F. 

Library Coordinator  

 Riva N. 

Sunshine 

 Janet M-R. 

Newsletter     Sonia B.  

https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/ 
 

Quilts of Valour 

 Suzanne P.,  Norine McC. 

 Free Table 

 Lorna L-J., Esther E. 

Refreshments 

 Marianne W., Gail McG.,  

 Wendy W. 

Website 

 Judy S. 

https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/ 
 

Next Board  Zoom Meeting 

Wed., October 27  @  1:00 pm                   
 

NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

Wed. November 10 via Zoom 

12 Noon – 2:30 pm 

 

Zoom details will be emailed to 

all members two days prior to 

meeting. 

Meeting Dates for the Future 
Please mark your Calendars 

https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/
https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/
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REPORTS 

MEMBERSHIP             Moira S. and Sharon R.     
 

“Breaking News” ... for the upcoming 2022 year your membership renewal dues will be $40.  Our 

Board members agreed on this price point to be able to meet our commitment to the operations of 

the Guild in this new environment we are operating in.  This offer is a onetime only fee for the next 

year.  

  

Yes, it’s that time again for membership renewal and you can complete your form online and it will be 

sent directly to Sharon and Moira.  You can complete your form online starting now. 

 

Please also note:  Members in good standing who turn 80 this year become “Honorary Members” and 

therefore get a “Bye”, but know that you may also have the option of donating a membership fee or 

just enjoy your new status without cost, but please complete the form and make a note to us as well. 

 

Your cheque (payable to Seymour Quilters Guild) can be mailed by Canada Post to:   

Sharon R – please refer to our Membership List for Sharon’s address. 

 

To ensure your privacy we require the consent portion on the form completed this is for sharing 

pictures of your quilts and/or your face.  Another couple of new questions are asking what positions 

you have previously held in the guild and/or what positions you may be interested in the future (this 

will help with filling positions in the future) and lastly would you be a “Buddy” to a new member in 

the future.  If, for any reason, you are not going to renew your membership for 2022 would you also 

please let us know and then we would be allowed to let in someone from our Wait List. 

 

Another initiative is that our Board members will be contacting the membership to have a chat and 

ask a few questions regarding our Guild such as if there is anything we could or should be doing to 

assist in making you feel included.   Your thoughts on our future in-person meetings, if you would be 

interested in future positions or joining committees, and other general thoughts.  You may have 

already been contacted. 

 

Who Am I? 

Here are the two submissions for October along with a reminder from your Membership Committee 

that we need your stories to keep this segment going. 

 

Who Am I #13? 

 

Many years ago I became a member of a study called the Canadian Longitudinal Study of 

Aging or the CLSA.  As part of the study, I visited the Geriatric Department of SFU every 

three years and underwent a series of tests, everything from hearing and seeing to bone 

density and blood tests.  As well every three years I received in-home assessments of my 

cognition.  During the pandemic I received a weekly questionnaire asking about my health as 

it related to the COVID pandemic.   
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MEMBERSHIP  (cont’d)            Moira S. and Sharon R.     

 

I had COVID 19 at the very beginning of the pandemic as I had come in contact with COVID 

while in Europe in early 2020.  I relayed that information to the CLSA.  Although at the time 

I was not sick enough to require medical attention I later had a blood test that confirmed 

that I was positive for COVID antibodies. 

This spring I was asked to participate in a study the CLSA was doing of the brains of people 

who had experienced COVID.  It involved having an MRI of my brain done at UBC.  My 

doctor said that there were no risks involved in having an MRI so I agreed to participate.  

The MRI took an hour as there were seven different scans done ranging from 1 minute to 12 

minutes in length.  Apparently, there is evidence that some people who experienced COVID 

are having issues with things like oxygen to the brain and, as a result, are experiencing 

fatigue, memory loss and other brain related issues.  Although I did not receive any 

information about the scan you will be happy to know that I received a copy of the scans and 

that they did find a brain. 

Who Am I #14? 

Toronto born, I headed out to Victoria following a cousin who had moved there.  After 2 

years at U of T, and hearing her ranting and raving about Beautiful BC, out I came.  I 

finished my degree at UVic in Psyc. and coincidentally, 30 years later, my daughter went 

there, got 2 degrees, and is now a high school teacher. 

I have always loved sewing since I can remember first sewing on my Grandma's treadle 

machine.  My dear Mom was a knitter, and couldn't sew a straight line, so I became the one 

to do alterations on pants and cuffs, etc.  I can't tell you the number of shifts and tops I 

made in the 70's.  Later, when I got married and had a house, every window had a valence 

(remember those), and I had placemats and napkins for every occasion (still do). 

Retiring after 28 years at Canada Post in Commercial Sales, flying back to Ottawa for 

meetings over 100 times, I was always happy to spend a weekend in Toronto with my folks, 

and yes, take care of their sewing needs.  Now I had more time, and formed a book club.  

A woman there showed me a snowman wall hanging she had done at a workshop at Stitch ‘n’ 

Bobbin. That was the beginning of learning how to quilt.  I loved it. Ten years later, the one 

thing I have learned about quilting is that there is always something more to learn, and do. 

More importantly there is no such thing as toooo much fabric, there's just not enough 

time!  I love my Bernina, my sewing room, making Baby quilts, I Spy quilts, and all you lovely 

women at Seymour Quilters Guild, (thank you Linda D).  I have only just begun.  Who am I? 

These members will be revealed at the General Meeting October 13. 

Respectfully submitted by Sharon R. and Moira 
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PROGRAMME/WORKSHOPS COMMITTEE            Marilyn, Barb and Les  
 

 

MEETINGS 

 

It is one year since we had our first Zoom meeting!  In October 2020 Peter Byrne gave his 

presentation Behind the Seams.   He was our first speaker “from away”.  We have certainly used 

Zoom for meetings and more since then!  This month our speaker, Jennifer Houlden, is from Ontario 

and she will also be giving a workshop later in the month. 

 

 13 October – Jennifer Houlden – Topic is Creating with Colour 

We use colour all the time and it is interesting to hear how others look at it and make colour 

theory part of their quilt making.  Find Jennifer’s bio and more on her website 

(https://quiltsbyjen.ca/ ) or our website https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/ ). 

 

Special offer from Jennifer – All her patterns online at her website are 40% off to our guild 

members when they use code - Seymour2021.  The coupon/offer expires November 13, 2021. 

 

 10 November – Members Teaching Members.  We are arranging for a few members to share 

their quilting knowledge.  Have a pencil and paper handy. 

 

 8 December – Zoom meeting with Luncheon and Christmas exchange 

 

WORKSHOPS 

 

 Jen Houlden – Canadian Icon on the Landscape Art Quilt Workshop - 

Everyone enjoyed the introduction on October 5 and is doing the preparation for 

the mornings of October 20 and 22.  There is one space left if anyone would like 

to join us.   See our website: https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/workshops-3/ 

 

 CANCELLED - Nov 19 and 24 – Janet Barker – Sunflower Power – 3D Flying Geese.   

 

AND … 

 

 Grow-a-Quilt – The quilts are in the Gallery on our website - 

https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/grow-a-quilt-gallery/   

They are all very different and interesting.  We will have two draws at the October meeting – 

one draw for those who did at least three rows and one draw for those who finished a quilt. 

 

 SOSAH days – Open to all 

 The Zoom connection will be open for two sessions you are welcome to drop in at any time. 

 November 3 – remember that these days are open to all.  We are hoping to have a guest 

speaker for part of the day.  Details at the meeting. 

 December 1 – a day to visit and share info on projects ongoing and finished. 

 

https://quiltsbyjen.ca/
https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/
https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/workshops-3/
https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/grow-a-quilt-gallery/
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PROGRAMME/WORKSHOPS COMMITTEE     (CONT’D)             
 

 Second Annual Christmas Exchange - A Star Exchange  

 It will begin with a Christmas card exchange in the Gloria Dei parking lot on October 27 

between 10:30 and 11:30 am.  

  

 Your Christmas card should include your name and colour preferences.  What are your 

favourite and/or least favourite colours?  And any other info. 

 

 If you cannot attend on October 27th let Marilyn know and she will put a card with your 

preferences into the mix for you. 

 

 You, as the Secret Santa, will be asked to make something that can be mailed as a letter, 

such as, a block, mug rug, a postcard, or something of your own choosing.  

 

 The theme is a Star of any type – think classic pieced, wonky, appliqué, paper pieced, 

painted, … The sky is the limit! 

 

 Send your exchange by the end of November so that it will be received before the 

December meeting where we will share what we each receive. 

 

 Have fun!  

 

Happy Quilting 

Marilyn C., Les O & Barb McG. 

 

 
 

WEBSITE                      Judy S.                                           http://seymourquiltersguild.ca 
 

There are a few things to report this month: 
 
 The website has been updated recently for a more contemporary look. 

Most importantly, the website now displays better on tablets and smartphones. 
 
 I decided it was time to retire the Staying Connected posts at #65.  Many thanks to members who shared 

their photos and stories when COVID was keeping us really close to home. 
 
 To keep some Show and Tell happening, I have set up a page on the website for that purpose.  If you would 

like to share a photo and a few words, send them along to me, and I will add it to the collection. 
https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/show-and-tell/. 

 
 Lastly, now is the time to think about renewing your membership for 2022.  This year, we are using an 

online Membership Form, which you will find on the Home Page of the website.  To renew, fill it in and 
submit.  The information you enter will go straight to Membership.  Follow up by sending your dues. 

 
Happy Autumn, 
Judy 

http://seymourquiltersguild.ca/
https://seymourquiltersguild.ca/show-and-tell/
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COMMUNITY QUILTS               Linda F. , Nancy and Connie                
 
Doesn’t the fall weather inspire quilt making.  If you need a project, think small.  How about a place mat, or pet 
bed.  A little bigger project could be a wheelchair quilt or one for a child.  All these are items that we can easily 
donate.  If you need fabric, or inspiration, give me a call.   

 
Linda F. 

 

 

 

 
QUILTS OF VALOUR               Suzanne and Norine                 
 
 
 

I would like to share, with all of you, a recent experience I had as a result of our good-looking and informative 
website - its reach certainly goes beyond just our membership. 
 
A few weeks ago, I received an email inquiry through the Q of V page on our website.  A delightful lady who lives in 
Sooke, BC was downsizing and looking for a ‘good home’ for most of her stash.  She has a particular interest in 
Quilts of Valour and was hoping that some of her fabric could be used in our program and was most impressed 
with our online presence.  She has been a long-time quilter (including doing long-arm quilting) but after a brain 
aneurysm (and subsequent surgery) she is no longer able or interested in quilting. 
 
After several emails back and forth, we determined that we were able to meet last weekend as she was coming to 
Vancouver to celebrate her son’s 50th birthday.  We decided to get together on Granville Island - I was picking up 
some fabric (what else?) at the Cloth Shop and she was going to Maiwa.  We both felt an immediate connection 
and I value having a new quilting friend. 
 
Five bags of fabric and many suitable patterns will be great for our Quilts of Valour once we get back to a more 
normal functioning of the guild.  I haven’t had much time in the last few days to sort through everything but I’m 
truly looking forward to doing so.   Christien and I will be keeping in touch and I will send her photos of any quilts 
made with her fabric. 
 
Finally, I think we owe Judy S. a huge thank you for all her work in keeping us connected and informed.  
The website has been such an asset to the guild especially over these last few months. 
 
 
 

Suzanne  
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CQA                Marilyn C.      

          

 
 

 October webinars – register within the CQA newsletter or on the CQA website - 
https://canadianquilter.com/2021-webinars/  

 13 October – Andrea Tsang Jackson – Your Unique Quilting Practice – 4 pm Pacific Time 

 16 October – Cheryl Arkison – Improv is My Love Language – noon – Pacific Time  
 Mystery Quilt has begun for CQA Individual members. 
 Challenge information has been posted and Trend Tex kits are available to individual members 

(non-members on November 1). 
 I am looking for someone to replace me as CQA rep for our guild.   

 The job is low key and involves letting guild members know what is happening at CQA and 
writing a report to CQA on our activities once or twice a year.   

 The guild will pay the fees for the year for the member who would like to be our rep. 
 

Happy Quilting, Marilyn 
 

 

 

******************** 

 

 

 

Attachments:   
Agenda for General Membership Meeting, October 13, 12 noon – 2:30pm 
Minutes of General Membership Meeting, September 8, 2021 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://canadianquilter.com/2021-webinars/

