
 

1 
 

Seymour Quilters Guild  

Newsletter 
 

November  2020  

NEXT MEETING: 
VOL. NO. 18, ISSUE NO. 11            WHEN COVID-19 SELF-ISOLATION ENDS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’S Report              Anne W. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

     
 
 
 

I want to praise our Program Committee for 
organizing such an interesting speaker in Peter 
Byrne for our General Meeting back in October ...  
and for facilitating the fabulous workshop with 
Krista Hennebury.  I personally find it easier to do  
the workshops on Zoom, as I don't have to lug my heavy sewing machine and everything else to the meeting. 
Also, I can't forget anything to bring, it's all there in my room! 
 
It's turned out to be easier to see the demonstrations by the teacher, as well as to ask any questions one might 

have. (There's also room for friendly "banter" and comments between us❣)  However, I do miss everyone's 
HUGS , but since we can't meet anyway, I highly recommend the Zoom format for everyone.  Just read what 

our lovely VP has written😄.     

Yours in quilting,  Anne🐓✂ 

Purposes of the Society are:   
1. To bring learning experience and inspiration to its members by way of workshops,  
 demonstrations for the public, show and tell, speakers, and other programs. 
2. To provide a service to the community by the creation of quilts for those in need. 
 

I packed my paraphernalia, 
usually in November, 
and went off to Australia, 
and now I do remember 
that I found this poem there, 
no author mentioned anywhere. 
 
Every now and then, 
I get a little urge 
to trot off to the fabric shop 
and have a little splurge. 
 
My purchase may be large, 
but then it may be small. 
but, sometime in the future, 
I know I'll use it all! 
 
I've started lots of things, 
and finished - quite a few, 
the stash is getting bigger, 
but the plans are growing too! 

Author unknown 
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GUILD EVENTS   2020 

 

Vice-President’S Report              Linda D. 
 
Zooming In 
 
Times are forever changing and it seems quicker than it used to or 
maybe because I’ve slowed down the changes catch up with me 
faster.  Just last week a friend sent me a video of what the plans are 
when Queen Elizabeth dies and Prince Charles becomes King.  When 
that inevitable event happens, I recognize that I will have experienced 
being a Canadian under THREE monarchs! 
 
No longer does a ‘pump jockey’ fill our tank while we wait in the car, 
and who uses shorthand?  We don’t meet one another in person at our 
guild meetings, at least, for now. 
 
So too have our quilting workshops changed.  I’m not a computer 
techie by any means and yet, it wasn’t long before I found myself able 
to log into ZOOM and partake in meetings, Doctor’s appointments (it 
hasn’t worked for the dentist yet!) and our SOSAH days.  Surprisingly, 
it’s easy to attend a workshop on ZOOM too. 
 
Since March I have enjoyed four workshops and this weekend a ‘Virtual 
Retreat’ all without leaving the comfort of my home and maybe even 
the comfort of my pajamas! 
 
When I say it’s ‘dead simple’ I mean it.  I don’t have a computer or lap 
top so I simply open the email invitation on my IPad and scroll to the 
meeting identification and press ‘enter’.  After a few seconds I’m 
invited into the meeting and from there it is user-friendly and only two 
clicks away from seeing, hearing and talking to the others who are 
joining in. 
 
It really is easy and I think if I can do it, so can you!  It’s fun, 
informative, we have lots of laughs and although it’s not quite the 
same as in person, it’s a great way to learn something new, see your 
guild friends and feel connected. 
 
We are in this together so if you are hesitating on taking a workshop or 
attending a meeting on line, another member or one of the execs can 
help walk you thru’ the steps.  Our Programme Committee, especially, 
will be there for you. 
 
It’s fun and informative, you can learn a new quilting technique or even 
how to be fit at your sewing machine.  Give it a try, we’d love to see 
you again. 
 

 
___________________ 

 

BOARD MEMBERS  2019 / 2020 

President 

 Anne W.  

Vice President 

 Linda D.   

Secretary 

 Judy S.  

Treasurer 

 Elaine A. 

Membership Co-ordinator 

 Maureen O. / Anne R. 

ProgrammeWorkshop Co-ordinator 

 Barb McG. 

 

COMMITTEES 

Programme 

    Marilyn C., Les O’B. 

Community Quilts 

 Connie W., Elaine A., Linda F. 

CQA Representative 

 Marilyn C., Eleanor P. 

Have Quilts,Will Travel 

Judy P.,/ Linda F., Yoskyl W., 

Jenifer B., Anne R. 

Library    Kathryn G., Glennis W.,  

 Judy P., Tere McI.. Kory L. 

Sunshine 

 Heather L. 

Newsletter     Sonia B. 

http://seymourqg.wordpress.com 

 Quilts of Valour 

 Suzanne P.,  Norine McC. 

 Free Table 

 Lorna L-J., Esther E. 

Refreshments 

 Marianne W., Gail McG.,  

 Wendy W., Angela J. 

Website 

 Judy S. 

http://seymourqg.wordpress.com 

 

NEXT BOARD  ZOOM MEETING  

    Wed. December 2 @ 10 am 

 
 

SEYMOUR QUILTERS’ GUILD meets at 

12:00 noon on the third Wednesday of 

the month, except for July and August, 

at Gloria Dei Church Hall,  

1110 Gladwin Dr., Nth Vanc. 

 

Next Membership Meeting  

Wed. November 18 via Zoom 

Details to come 

http://seymourqg.wordpress.com/
http://seymourqg.wordpress.com/
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REPORTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP             Maureen and Anne R.      
 
 

Hello Members:  
 
 
 

The earliest archaeological needle found, dates back about 60,000 BC.  It was found in South Africa, 

made out of bone, possibly from a bird's wing.  

As the Bronze-age people developed, it became possible to make finer items such as wire made of 

copper and bronze. This was useful to join pieces of metal together so it 

could be finely rolled, bent back upon itself to form an eyelet.  By sealing 

the bent over piece to the shaft of a needle, the eye of the needle was 

developed.  

For many centuries sewing needles were handmade but by 1600’s, European 

wire makers had developed a machine to manufacture steel sewing needles.  In London in 1655 the 

first Guild of Needle Makers was founded. 

The Indigenous people of the Southern part of North America use a very ingenious method for sewing 

their clothing and blankets, they sourced the Agave plant for both the needle and the thread for 

sewing.  By taking a fully grown leaf, they would cut away a section of the leaf, strip away most of the 

outer leaf below the sharp point until they had the required thickness of 'string' to sew with.  You 

can see a demonstration of this on the web.    (Copy/paste the URL below) 

https://www.google.com/search?q=making+a+needle+from+agave&rlz=1C1GCEA_enCA906CA906&oq=m

aking+a+needle+from+agave&aqs=chrome...69i57.8279j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-

8#kpvalbx=_2OmqX8ymKIP_-gTwuaHIBg19. 

Today there are so many different types of sewing needles, sharp for general sewing to needles for 

embroidery, beading, quilting, darning, leatherwork, tapestry, upholstery, Chenille, tatting, sail making 

and canvas work.  We have ‘sew’ many selections from which to choose! 

 

QUESTIONS: 

1. What is cheeking in needle manufacturing? 

2. What is the most visited needle in the world? 

3. What is Trypanophobia? 

4. Which country first used steel to make needles? 

5. Where is the Festival of Broken Needles held?  

 

 

 

A Brief History of the Sewing Needle 
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MEMBERSHIP  (cont’d)           Maureen and Anne R.      

 

OCTOBER ANSWERS: 
1. What does the phrase “just a thimble full” mean and how did it originate? 

Just a thimble full means a measure of spirit or alcohol shot glass.  It originated in England in 

the 1800's. 

 

2. What is thimble knocking? Who did it and why?  2 correct answers 

When a Victorian schoolmistress was wearing a thimble, she could tap the heads of unruly 

pupils. 

And 

In the 19th century, prostitutes would use a thimble to knock on the window to attract the 

attention of men walking by, which was known as “thimble knocking”. 

 

3. During World War I, thimbles were collected from those who had "nothing to give".  Why 

were they collected? 

Thimbles were often made from sterling silver and were collected to be melted down to buy 

hospital equipment. 

 

4. What was the name of the author for the story Thumbelina? What country was the author 

from? 

Hans Christian Andersen, from Denmark. 

 

Members who entered the draw numbered 13.  In a blind random selection of numbers, carefully 

conducted on the phone by Anne and Maureen, goodies have been awarded to Marilyn C and Chris G. 

Delivery method and time TBD. 

 
 

The Business Stuff:                  Membership Renewal   

The cheques are rolling in slowly, but at least they are coming. 23 of 74 are in my hand; a mere 30% of the 
membership.  Cheques need to be in to us by December 31 to maintain your good standing in the guild.  Your 
consent is always required for publishing either your photo and /or quilt on our website.  Attached to this 
newsletter is your renewal form for 2021.   

Please complete and return via Canada post to:  

Maureen O----- 
5481 Indian River Drive 

North Vancouver BC 
V7G 2T7 

 
Please ensure that you enter ONLY CHANGES from last year.  In order to ensure your privacy we need the 
consent part completed for sharing pictures of your quilts and or your face.  This is very important. 
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MEMBERSHIP  (cont’d)           Maureen and Anne R.      
 
We still need to know who does not have a printer and needs a hard copy in the mail.  Please e mail, Anne 
or Maureen ASAP so your membership renewal is not delayed.   We were hoping to see you at the 
November 10 parking lot event, but Dr. Bonny says no.  We understand and support her decision. 
 
Membership this year is $10 for returning members, and $70 for new members.  This fee was determined 
at an Executive Meeting in order to confirm our commitment to the operations of the guild which have 
included our virtual activities to keep you informed and engaged.  
 
Honorary members who are in good standing and have reached their 80th Birthday horizon, have the option 
of donating a membership fee or just enjoying your new status without cost.  
 
You will receive last year’s new name tags and your 2021 membership receipts by return mail from us in 
January, 2021. 
 

Membership volunteers for 2021/2022 term:                     
 
As both Anne and Maureen are stepping down after our 2 year term and we now have two fresh-faced 
volunteer members who have offered to take our places, will we need to have an election?  Are there 
competitors?  Just sayin’  … 
 
Hope you are all safe and well.    Fond regards, 

Maureen                             and  Anne 
mmckoliver@gmail.com   pitcairn@telus.net 

 
 
 
 

PROGRAMME/WORKSHOPS COMMITTEE              Barb, Marilyn and Les  
 

In these weeks and months dealing with COVID, we want our Guild to continue to offer good speakers 

and engaging workshops.  Through such innovative mediums as Zoom, we will be meeting great quilters 

who have worked hard to convert what were in-person presentations to virtual “in person” 

presentations.  On that note: 

1. November 18 meeting – have you been feeling those aches and pains while hunched over your 

sewing machine or feeling less in shape because of being housebound?  We have asked Deanna 

Thomson, a physiotherapist with Aveeva Physiotherapy and Wellness Studio, to help us with 

tips and exercises (Healthy Habits While Quilting).  She will be speaking from 1-2 pm via Zoom 

after our Guild noon meeting.  Watch for the Zoom invite to the November meeting. 

2. We had a very successful two morning workshop with Krista Hennebury.  Krista used a 

combination of pre-recorded segments to show techniques, then was available for us while we 

sewed our various improv blocks.  Overall, those who attended felt the demonstrations were 

even better than live as we could all see very well. 

 

mailto:mmckoliver@gmail.com
mailto:pitcairn@telus.net
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PROGRAMME/WORKSHOPS COMMITTEE  (cont’d)            Barb, Marilyn and Les  
 

3. Christmas Block Exchange 2.0 – it was sad to have to call off our planned Tailgate Meeting, 

but no reason not to forge ahead with slightly different plans for the Christmas Block 

Exchange (hence the 2.0).  If you would like to participate (and of course you do), let Marilyn 

know  mcleven6@gmail.com and your name can be drawn to receive a lovely Christmas block 

from someone. 

4. Christmas meeting – December 16th – time to show your blocks or other quilting you have 

been doing, time for some fun and games, and time to wish each other the best of the season.  

More to come on that. 

5. WORKSHOP QUESTION: We are working on arranging a workshop with Melissa Marginet.  

Her workshop is on using the walking foot quilting on your home machine.  See below for her 

blurb from the website.    

 

We have tentatively set up 10 February 2021 for this event.  We are wondering how much 

interest there is in having her workshop.  If we have 12 participants the charge is $65 (her 

book included) each, and for 16 or more participants the charge is $55 (her book included).   

Please email Barbara at – bmcgillivray@cw.bc.ca - BEFORE SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2020 if 

you are interested in doing this workshop.  We will take a count on November 22. 

 

Marilyn, Les and Barb 

 

 

 

From Melissa Marginet’s website - http://www.melissamarginet.ca/ 

Modern Quilting with your Walking Foot (6 hours) 

 

As a participant in this class, you will make samples of different quilting ideas that can be 

executed on the home sewing machine with a walking foot. Not everyone can afford a longarm 

quilter or wants to have someone else quilt their quilt, and not everyone enjoys free motion 

quilting.  You will create samples of walking foot designs on small quilt sandwiches to help you 

understand what makes each design successful. We will also look at variations of the designs 

you stitch out. These samples will be a great reference for you when deciding how to quilt your 

next quilt. This class includes information on quilting all sizes of quilts on the home sewing 

machine - ALL LEVELS.   Based on my book, Walking Foot Quilting Designs which is required 

for the class.  

 

 

 

 
Barb, Marilyn and Les 

 

 

 

mailto:mcleven6@gmail.com
mailto:bmcgillivray@cw.bc.ca
https://www.etsy.com/shop/melissamarginet
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CQA                Marilyn and Eleanor      

          

SPOTLIGHT on CQA ROW by ROW: 
 
We encourage members to try the NEW CQA Row by Row.  The rows are a bit different from the usual.  Row 
One was easy Friendship stars, and Row Two used hexies to make flowers.  Row Three is scheduled to come out 
on Wednesday, 11 November.  The neat thing is that you can do as many or as few blocks as you want, and it 
uses up scraps.  It is definitely a great project for the latest COVID-19 self-isolation.  Just dive into your stash. 
 
To find the directions for the rows, go to the CQA BLOG.  To find the CQA BLOG: 

(1) look on the menu along the top of the CQA Home Page, or  
(2) click on the red bars on the right of the CQA Homepage and scroll down or  
(3) find the link on the Seymour Quilters webpage. 
 

Other CQA items: 
 The TrendTex 2020 auction is over.  It was interesting to see the bids as time went on.  Both Anne’s and 

Marilyn’s were bought (and not by them!). 
 The 2020 Challenges continue to be in the Gallery on the CQA website.  Click on the three lines to the 

right of the menu and scroll down to the GALLERY then to the desired challenge to have a look. 
 The TrendTex fabric set for 2021 is available and there is a link to buy them just below the large picture 

on the CQA homepage.  Tune in to our November 18 Zoom meeting where Anne W will show them as 
she has already received her set.  The theme for 2021 is “Friendship”. 

 For CQA members the Mystery Quilt continues and the new challenge for members involves the colours 
in the logo. 

 Please note the addition of two shows under the Gallery tab on the CQA website — Fibre Art Network 
2020 and Spectra 2020.  These are shows that would have been exhibited in Edmonton last June or 
September.  

 Happy Quilting and Stay Safe, Marilyn and Eleanor 
 

        
 WEBSITE                 Judy S. http://seymourqg.wordpress.com 

 Big thanks to all who have sent me items for the Friday blog posts which are sent out to all 

members. 

 Your photos and stories are keeping us connected with each other when we can’t meet in person. 

 Keep them coming.  They will be bright spots in the winter months ahead. 

Keep safe, Judy 

 

LIBRARY    Kathryn, Kory, Judy P., Tere and Glennis 
    

 
I want to take this opportunity to thank my library team, Kory L., Judy P., Tere M., and Glennis W, for all their support 
for the past four years. They made my job so much easier and a lot more fun.  I hope someone will step forward to 
take on the Librarian position – there are many people who would be willing to help.  You would have the fun job of 
buying new books and getting to look at them first.  If anyone has any questions about the job, don’t hesitate to 
contact me. 
       Kathryn 
 

http://seymourqg.wordpress.com/
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ARTICLES SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS 

 
 MOVING AGAIN  Marianne W. 
 

My days are filled with sorting through all my belongings.   My moving day is a week before Xmas and I have to get 
rid of some furniture and a lot of other things, including quilting items.   But, I realize now, that most of my quilt-
related items will have to make the move as well, since the free table is not available right now.   It is a good thing we 
cannot have company over, because the living/dining room and my sewing room are a mess.   The house sold within 
a week, which I did not expect.   I am looking forward to my new condo and being back in my old neighborhood: Lynn 
Valley.   Hopefully the New Year will be better for all of us! 

Stay safe, Marianne 
 

 

 

  PINS                 Arlene I.         

 Ah, those lovely pins.  You know the ones I mean.  An organization gives you a pin.  Then over time they give you 

another and another.  At quilt shops you find those kitschy pins you just must have, or you know someone who 

“needs” one.  Then, there are the special event pins; from a retreat, the opening of a hiking trail, participation, 

heart smart, etc., etc. 

What to do? 

I keep my quilt guild notes in a zippered writing case.  As my 

collection grew, I began mounting those pins on the cover.  Then 

recently, as I was sorting through my Mother’s home, I found her 

collection of pins.  These I pinned onto a quilted mat.  Both methods 

are treasures as they hold many memories of the past.   

What will you do with your collection?     Keep sewing, Arlene 

 

FRIENDS GET-TOGETHER  Moira S. 
 

Sharon R and I have a quilting group of 4 and we usually do a Spring get-together in Birch Bay and a 

Fall one in Victoria at Paul's and my timeshares.  We have been doing this for over 25 years.  The four 

of us met at BC Hydro back in our 20's.   

 

Our very first weekend was in Birch Bay and I forgot the pedal to my sewing machine!  The girls 

accommodated me and let me use their machines when they were doing other things.  Going forward 

from then, we used my in-laws' cottage at Davis Bay until it was sold in 2007 and then we started to 

use the timeshares.   

 

Sharon has always prepared a matrix for us so we knew what meals we were responsible for.  We 

tried out new recipes on each other and had quite the gourmet food!  Did I mention the wine?  This 

Fall only two of us went, due to COVID, so my husband Paul tagged along.  Sharon incorporated him 

into the matrix which he didn't mind as he likes to cook.   
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FRIENDS GET-TOGETHER  (cont’d)  Moira S. 
 

While we were busy with our projects, he went out and did a bit of Xmas shopping (I supplied the 

list!).  He also lent a hand with two of Sharon's rag quilts.  We usually have a break from our sewing 

by going out for lunch and quite often hitting the odd fabric shop (there are three or four to choose 

from).  We were very fortunate to get this weekend in before the new COVID restrictions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are two of Sharon’s  

projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are two of 

my projects. 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

Happy Quilting, Moira 

 
************* 


