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Seymour Quilters Guild 

Newsletter 

 

October 2020    

NEXT MEETING: 

VOL. NO. 18, ISSUE NO. 10         WHEN IT’S SAFE FOR US TO MEET! 

 

 

 

 

President’S Report              Anne W. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ooops, I also want to say: a BIG Thank You!! to Barb McG. for setting up all our Zoom meetings!!! 

and.... 

Just a reminder that I would love for any of our members, new or old, to consider stepping into one of our 
Board positions which are up for renewal in January!!!    Let me know of your interest. 

President, Secretary, Program and Membership   (Maybe you have a special buddy you'd like to work with??) 

 

Yours in quilting, Anne🐓✂ 

Purposes of the Society are:   
1. To bring learning experience and inspiration to its members by way of workshops,  
 demonstrations for the public, show and tell, speakers, and other programs. 
2. To provide a service to the community by the creation of quilts for those in need. 
 

Fall is now truly here 

On our northern hemisphere. 

 

Raindrops keep falling on our heads🎶, 

A bit harder to get out of beds, 

However, orange and red are the trees, 

on our dogs and cats ... no more fleas. 

 

And quilting is still here for us, 

Oh boy, is that ever a plus!!! 

 

Our first virtual meeting is now in place, 

Please do sign in so we can see your face!!! 

 

That's the rhyming for today, 

Stay healthy and safe, 

That’s all I have to say 😃. 
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POSITION OF SECRETARY 2021 Judy S.   

Are you looking for a new activity – or a new challenge – to keep you busy during the pandemic? 

Have you been thinking about becoming more active in the Guild?  My term as Secretary ends this year, and I 
am looking for my replacement. 
  
As Secretary, you would take minutes, monitor the Guild’s email, and look after a few other administrative 
tasks.  You would be part of the team that keeps the Guild operating. 
  
You can find the complete job description on the Guild’s website, and please phone or email me if you want to 
learn more.  (Check our Membership List, sent to you with the September Newsletter). 
  
I hope to hear from someone so we can keep a good thing going. 
  

Judy 
 
 
 

LIBRARY    Kathryn 

    

I have no plans on buying more books for the rest of the year but would still be interested in any suggestions 

you all may have.   

 

This is my last year as guild librarian so if anyone has any questions about the position, please let me know. 

 

        Kathryn 

 

 
 

REFRESHMENTS  Marianne     
 

Hope you are all well and keeping busy.  As you can imagine there is nothing to report from the refreshment 
committee, though we wish there was - that would mean that we are actually having a meeting.  
 

In the meantime Stay Safe,  Marianne 
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REPORTS 

MEMBERSHIP             Maureen and Anne R.      
 

The Fun Stuff: Thimbles!! 
 

The earliest thimble was thought to be a flat rock which 

was held in the palm of the hand and used to push a 

sharpened stick to make a hole and then to push animal gut 

or vine through an animal skin to make clothing or maybe a 

bag.  This method is still used today.  A piece of steel is 

fitted into leather or canvas and made into a wrap that 

fits across the hand and over the thumb and it is used to 

sew canvas by hand.  

 

The thimbles that covered the fingertip were made from bone, ivory, horn, stone and sometimes 

mother of pearl.  In the 17th Century AD, timbels or thimbles were often given to commemorate 

a special event. These were often made of silver or gold. 

 

Silver and gold are soft metals and the head of a needle could, under pressure, pierce the metal.  

In the 18th century a metal worker, Charles Horner, devised a 

stronger thimble made of a steel core, coated and decorated 

in silver. 

 

During the 17th and 18th centuries thimbles were sometimes 

made of porcelain as well as metal.  In England Josiah 

Wedgewood, Josiah Spode, Enoch Wood and William Copeland 

were producing fine porcelain for tableware, ornaments, 

figurines and even keepsake thimbles decorated with flowers 

and birds. Today we have a wide choice of thimbles, metal, 

leather, canvas, stretchy elastic.  The non-metal ones all have a small metal plate embedded to 

protect the fingertip. 

 

Question of the Month: 

1. What does the phrase “just a thimble full” mean and how did it originate? 

2. What is thimble knocking?  Who did it and why? 

3. During World War 1, thimbles were collected from those who had "nothing to give".  Why 

were they collected? 

4. What was the name of the author for the story Thumbelina?  What country was the author 

from? 
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MEMBERSHIP   (cont’d)           Maureen and Anne R.      

If you respond to the questions this month, you will be entered in a draw for a guild prize!! This 

time, rather than Canada Post, we will arrange for you to pick up or we could deliver.  Depends! 

Please email your answers to:  Maureen   mmckoliver@gmail.com       Anne    pitcairn@telus.net 

September Answers 

1. What is the name of a famous American 
bridge painted International orange? 

 
2. As descendants of William of Orange, this 

colour is the symbol of what country? 
 

3. What colour is a black box flight recorder? 
Why? 

Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco 
 
 

The Netherlands, Think Olympic Uniforms!! 
 

 
The black box is usually orange to make it 
easier to see on land and on “sea”.

 
 
 

The Business Stuff:                  Membership Renewal  

It is that time again for Membership renewal.  We usually start in October in order for everyone 

to submit cheques to us by December 31 to maintain good standing in the guild.  Your consent is 

always required for publishing either your photo and/or quilt on our website.   

**Attached to this newsletter is your renewal form for 2021.  Please complete and return via 

Canada Post to: 

Maureen O-----    (check your Membership List) 

5481 Indian River Drive 

North Vancouver BC  V7G 2T7 

 

Please ensure that you enter ONLY CHANGES from last year.  In order to ensure your privacy 

we need the consent part completed for sharing pictures of your quilts and or your face.  This is 

very important. 

 

Membership this year is $10 for returning members, and $70 for new members. This price point 

was determined at the Executive meeting in order to confirm our commitment to the operations 

of the guild which have included our virtual activities to keep you informed and engaged.  

Honorary members, who are in good standing and have reached their 80th Birthday horizon, have 

the option of donating a membership fee or just enjoying your new status without cost.  

 

You will receive last year’s new name tags and your 2021 membership receipts by return mail 

from us in January. 

 

mailto:Mmckoliver@gmail.com
mailto:pitcairn@telus.net
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Membership Volunteers for 2021/2022 Term        
Membership is a two-person job.  Both Anne and Maureen are stepping down after our 2-year 

term and need to have 2 members to replace us.  Please consider the fun we have had creating 

random news for you with a few riddles.  We have tried to be creative in our goal to recruit and 

retain members, but new folks just might have a new slant on what we have done.   

 

A working knowledge of Excel is a requirement for one of you.  Savvy shopping for member 

prizes is also a nice skill to have!  We have a budget and we enjoy spending it.  Please let us know 

of your interest in being a new member of the team.  It is a fun role to have! 

 

Hope you are all safe and well.  Fond regards, 

Maureen and Anne 
 

      

CQA REPORT               Marilyn and Eleanor     

 

2020 TREND TEX CHALLENGE AND AUCTION OF QUILTS: 

The quilts are now on display in a Gallery.  If you click on a quilt you will find out more about the artist’s 

thinking. 

 There are several ways to get to the display: 

1.  Type this link into your search -  https://canadianquilter.com/trendtex-challenge-2020/  

 2.  Use the Gallery in the menu at the top of the page and click on “Trend Tex Challenge 2020”. 

 3.  Go to the CQA Blog postings near the bottom of the CQA Home Page, click on “One, Two, Three,   
Vote!" and follow the links. 

 The quilts will be auctioned on the  biddingowl.com  website October 19-25, 2020 

 There is a link to the auction site in the text at the top of the Trend Tex Challenge 2020 page. 

 Anne W and Marilyn each have a quilt in the challenge. 

2020 TRY-A-TRIAD CHALLENGE: 

 2020 Member Guild Challenge, Gateway to Adventure, will be on the site Oct. 19; voting October 19-31. 

 Go to the blog post “One, Two, Three, Vote!” or the Gallery tab on the menu to find the displays. 

 More notes: 

- Fabric kits for the 2021 Trend Tex Challenge are now available.  The theme is Friendship and the fabrics 

are interesting. 

- Row of the Month Quilt Along - September’s block is Friendship Stars.  Find a link to the block through 

the Blog tab on the menu. 

- The member Mystery Quilt is underway.  Find more information in the Members section of the website. 

- Also for individual members the Challenge this year is entitled “The Ties that Bind” and uses the colours 
in the logo.  Find more information on the website or in the CQA newsletter. 

Happy Quilting, Marilyn and Eleanor 

https://canadianquilter.com/trendtex-challenge-2020/
http://biddingowl.com/
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PROGRAMME / WORKSHOPS COMMITTEE              Barb, Marilyn and Les    

1. October Meeting, Wednesday, October 21, 2020. 

We are excited to have a “regular” meeting this month, complete with speaker.  If you have looked at the 

Autumn 2020 Canadian Quilter magazine, you may have seen an article (Opportunity and Adaptation, A Global 

Making) by Peter Byrne.  Peter describes himself as “a modern quilter and teacher with a deep passion for 

innovation and design”.   We will have our own opportunity to hear Peter as he is this month’s speaker!  Peter 

has entitled his presentation as “Behind the Seams” with a slide show then a question and answer session. 

 

Show and Tell - As part of the October meeting, we would like to have a Slideshow Show and Tell.  Please send 

photos of the mug mat you received in our Harvest Exchange.  Please send a picture of the mat you received to 

Barb McG and she will show them at the meeting and makers and/or receivers can comment.  If you would like 

any of your quilts shown in this Show and Tell please send a photo to Barb. 

The meeting will be on Zoom and Sonia will send out an invitation with sign up information and times prior to 

the meeting. 

 

2. November 4 & 5 Workshop:  consider signing up for our first workshop – Speed Date with Improv with Krista 

Hennebury from 9 am - 1 pm on both November 4 and 5.  $40 cheque payable to Seymour Quilters Guild.  The 

cheque can be mailed to Barb McG at 657 West 53rd Avenue, Vancouver, V6P 1K2.  

 

3. November Zoom Meeting, Wednesday, November 18.   

We have arranged a return engagement of Deanna McMullen, a physiotherapist with Aveeva Physiotherapy in 

North Vancouver.   After so many months of staying close to home with lots of sewing and quilting, we felt it 

would do us good to learn more about stretching those kinks out. 

 

4. December Meeting, Wednesday, December 16, 2020. 
Included with our December meeting we will do another parking lot exchange with a seasonal theme.  Judy’s 
suggestion for a Christmas block exchange sounded great, and so that is what we have planned. 

 

MEET for THE EXCHANGE: 
Where - at the Gloria Dei back parking lot 

When - on Tuesday, November 10 at 2:00 pm 
What to bring - a Christmas card in an unsealed, self-addressed envelope 
What to write in the card - include a seasonal greeting and note whether you would like a modern or traditional 
Christmas block 

 
THE ENVELOPE 

What to do with the Christmas card and envelope you receive:  keep the Christmas card. 
Make a 10.5” unfinished block with a Christmas theme; please consider any notes. 
Send the block in the self-addressed envelope by December 2, 2020. 

 
THE BLOCK 

What to do with the block:  include it in a table centrepiece, a runner, a placemat, a pillow or a quilt. 
Send a picture of the block or finished piece to Barb M to be part of a slideshow at the December meeting.  

Barb McG. 
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ARTICLES SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS 

 

OFF-PUTTING          Yoskyl W 
 

Back in March, knowing that I was going to have time on my hands, with no visitors, hence no entertaining, 

dusting or extra house cleaning, I enthusiastically made a list of all the things I had been putting off and could 

now undertake ... deep cleaning every room, polishing the silver, organizing the lower-level kitchen cupboards, 

sorting our paper document file … and so on.  The list grew initially as my enthusiasm built, but then started to 

wane as the days grew warmer, and the sun tempted me outside.  Must get out in the fresh air.  Must get the 

veggie garden dug, raked, seeded and watered.  Summer has now grown into Fall, and we are enjoying the last 

of the kale, as the white fly moves in on it. 

 

I now no longer have the excuse of getting outside all day while it is warm.  It is going to be a long winter, while 

we wait for an effective vaccine.  The question is ... will I complete my list from March, or will I find another 

excuse? 

 

I suspect that I shall feel the necessity to complete some of my UFOs, which have been patiently sitting in their 

boxes, duly prepared with fabric and creative notes ... and will you blame me, and will you be doing the same, 

while the dust gathers, the silver tarnishes, kitchen cupboards remain disorganized, paper document files 

remain over-stuffed? 

 

UFOs are a wonderful excuse!     

Happy quilting!  Yoskyl  
 

 

 NURSE RATCHED    Maureen 
 
 
First and foremost, I do not recommend this show.  It is not for the faint of heart as it is rife with horror and gore. 

That being noted, it does have a few redeeming features which is why I write this for the newsletter. 

Since “we” have been studying colour and its effects on us visually and emotionally, this show jumped off the screen 

at me.  The monochrome period costumes, the lush sets and brilliant lighting, exemplify all that is good about 

colour.  When we first meet Sarah Paulson as Mildred Ratched, she is in a turquoise car, with very red lipstick, a red 

neck scarf and a red lapel pin.  Later Sarah Paulson wears a stunning orange/mustard flattering suit for her job 

interview which takes place in a room with blue furniture, blue curtains and red carpet.   

 

The nurses all wear blue 

uniforms which presents 

wonderful contrasts to a 

variety of backgrounds.   

 

 

 



 

8 

 

NURSE RATCHED (cont’d)    Maureen 
 

 

As she goes about her business 

outside of the psychiatric hospital, 

she wears well fitted colour 

coordinated suits like the royal 

purple with green trim which later 

seems to morph into a green suit 

with purple trim.  And then there is 

the red coat.  

 

 

 

Sharon Stone plays a mother who is out for revenge on the doctor who caused her son to be disabled.  She, of course 

in the first scenes is in a lavish pant outfit with a fur trimmed cape of creamy silk.  The villain must be portrayed as 

neutral.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see more of the use of colour try googling the movie “Ratched” and just click on images.   You really do not want 

to see the show! 

Maureen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

9 

 

CHALLENGE BETWEEN FRIENDS           Moira  
 

What started out as a challenge between Linda D. and me, broadened to Sharon R. & Wendy W.  Linda 

and I had done a challenge last year and we found it got us motivated and I find there is nothing like a 

deadline to get me down to task.  No competition, no prizes but lots of laughs trying to find out what 

the other is doing!  This challenge was quite ‘open’ with the only ‘rule’ being that whatever it was, it 

had to be Halloween themed. 

 We revealed our projects to our quilting girlfriends when we met at John Lawson for a socially-
distanced get together.  This lovely group of eight ladies have been meeting each month for about 15 
years.  We take turns (in non-COVID-19 times) hosting a sewing day complete with lunch.   I really look 
forward to the ladies coming to me in Sechelt and I think they enjoy their mini cruise to the Sunshine 
Coast.   Here are the pictures of our projects. 

 

   On the left is Linda D, Moira, Sharon  R. and Wendy W is on the far right. 
 

Sharon is holding one of Linda’s three quilts that Linda made, another friend is holding Linda’s third quilt.   
 
Stay stafe and keep busy 
Moira 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH                Suzanne 
 

Hope everyone had a lovely Thanksgiving weekend - a safe, socially distant family time. 
  
Has it really been a month since the last newsletter?  I feel as if we’re all living in a very strange time warp.   

It seems like such a long time since we were all together and yet it’s hard to believe that it’s almost Halloween 🎃. 
 
I had planned to be so productive this month but somehow it just didn’t happen.  I blame the state of 
confusion around our house with the renovations taking quite a bit longer than expected but there are only a 
few ‘tweaks’ left to complete.  The exterior house painting will now have to wait until spring - rainy weather is 
not conducive to paint drying.  At least a few months without workmen around! 
 
We treated ourselves to a little getaway last weekend to Victoria to visit our oldest son and his wife, whom we 
haven’t seen since last Christmas.  Due to the Navy’s COVID restrictions, he is unable to come over to the 
mainland unless he is willing to quarantine for 14 days upon his return and using his holiday time to do so.  At 
least we can keep in touch using FaceTime - it will be a different Christmas for all of us this year. 

 
Victoria is a lovely city but the ferry ride wasn’t quite the same as cruising the 
Baltic as we had planned to do this month.  We can just hope that eventually the 
world will be a slightly safer place than now, but until then I’m grateful to be 
secure and comfortable at home. 
 
My only ‘quilting’ news relates to the king-size top which I will always think of as 
my COVID quilt.  My earlier project of cleaning out my sewing room produced 
some real treasures, one of which was a zip lock bag with 168 - 6 inch squares of 
a beautiful batik as well as about 130 black squares.  They were for a class many 
years ago that just didn’t materialize.  

 
 I’ve always loved the fabric but had forgotten all about it.  The picture below is what I put together. The 
backing fabric I also found in my stash.  Thanks to Wendy Margerm’s long arm quilting skills (Threadtales) it is 
ready for the binding.  The design she used is called ‘butterfly vines’ - with the 
variegated threads.   I love the way my quilt looks and can hardly wait to sleep under it.  
 

With the cooler days ahead, I’m really focused on 
getting some serious work done in my sewing room.  
I hope to surprise myself with projects completed, 
not just in progress. 
Until next month, Happy Stitching and keep well.  
    Suzanne  

******** 


